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Needed for some time to come: German soldiers patrolling in Kabul.
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‘Tutomondig’
…meaning globalization in 
Esperanto is the main drive 
behind the international lan-
guage and an idea its speak-
ers have been fi ghting to 
achieve over the years. In-
vented in 1887 to serve as a 
universal second language 
by Ludovic Lazarus Zamen-
hof, an ophthalmologist from 
Poland, it has Germanic and 
Romanic roots with Slavic 
phonology. During the Ho-
locaust, Hitler regarded the 
language as a conspiracy due 
to Zamenhof’s Jewish roots 
while Stalin once called it 
“language of the spies.” Espe-
rantists in both regimes were 
executed. Today, even though 
no country has adopted Espe-
ranto as an offi  cial language, 
about 10 million have studied 
the language, among them 
billionaire George Soros and 
actor William Shatner, aka 
Captain Kirk from “Star Trek.” 
Two million people are fl uent, 
some are even teaching it to 
their off spring as a native lan-
guage.  

With Japan holding the up-
coming G-8 summit in Hok-
kaido this month, Esperantists 
see a new chance to – literally 
-- spread their word. This has 
already caused concern in the 
country due to the Esperanto 
League for Freedom on Hok-
kaido, one of many anti-G-8 
summit groups, planning to 
protest against the English lan-
guage’s global dominance at 
the summit. So far, a German 
Esperanto activist invited by 
the league to help with prepa-
rations was denied entry to 
Hokkaido and was accused of 
carrying “extremist” and “se-
cret” documents – although 
Esperanto is meant to promote 
peace and international under-
standing. NuK
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For Iran, too, some 
reconsideration is needed: 
A member of the Iranian
military attends Friday prayers 
in Tehran, April 1, 2008.

A diplomatic outpost for Iran?
America is likewise considering how the crisis with Iran might 
be peacefully defused. On June 23, during a trip to Berlin, 
Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice acknowledged that the 
United States is considering opening a diplomatic outpost in 
Iran 30 years after the two countries severed relations. “We 
are determined to reach out to the Iranian people,” Rice said. 
Discussions have centered on establishing an interests sec-
tion in Tehran to handle visa processing and possibly other 
economic and political tasks. The United States has a similar 
outpost in Havana, Cuba.


