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TURKEY’S DIASPORA IN

A Transnational Community Divided 
between Transnational Integration and 

Distant-Nationalism

Aydm

Introduction

The history of Turkey’s diaspora in Germany dates back to the 1960s when large cmigraüon 
wavcs from Turkey to Germany took place after the signing of a guest-workcr agreement be­
tween the two States in 1961 Today thcre are more than 3 million people of Turkish1 ongin 
m the country who are actrve in the social, political, economic, and even cultural life of Ger­
man socicty The majonty ofTurks mamtain a particular collective and stibjectivc idcnuty and 
retain Strong social, cultural, economic, and even political ties with the Turkish homeland, 
while being at the centre of pubhc attention in both positive and negative senscs Turkey’s 
diaspora in Germany has long been a topic of animated political dispute, with onc of the pn- 
mary causes of concern being the strong interest of the Turkish government in Turks abroad 
Tor the past two decades, Turkish politicians have increasingly intervened in political and 
social matters that concern Turks in different European countnes but, above all, Germany

In German politics and media, the Turkish government and Turkey’s diaspora, due to its 
size and the nationahst agenda of most of its members, have been accuscd of jeopardising the 
Integration of Turkish migrants and weakening the social coherence (for example, see Die 
Welt 2011, Popp 2013 36-37) These and similar accusations have been particularly made 
with references to the diaspora and, moie specifically, the radical ethnic nationalism that ex- 
ists among certain diaspora Turks and the ‘anti-Westcrn’ rhetonc of Turkish decision-makers 
As a furthcr point of contention, onc critic points to the ‘rcactionary’ and ‘Turkey-oriented’ 
praxis of such institutions as the Turkish Islamic Union for Religious Affairs (Diyanet Islen 
Turk Islam Birhgi, DITIB) (Elger 2022 48-49), one of the largest Islamic organisations in 
Germany and a brauch of the Presidency of Religious Affairs (Diyanet lylen Ba^kcmhgi, DIB 
or Diyanet) in Turkey

Against this backdrop, this chapter breaks down the structure of and main cleavages 
within Turkey’s diaspora in Germany and Gcrmany’s continued focus on the ‘Turkish di­
aspora policy’ It should bc mentioned in advance that this chapter constitutes ncitlier a
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comprehensivc study of thc topic,2 nor is it an original empincal survcy based on ficldworj- 
unlike my previous rescarch What is presented herc is a lecord of recent developmcnts ancj 
drscussions on Integration and inner community cleavages My appioach consists of synthc 
sis and Interpretation and diaws fiom a number of sources, including Statistical data, media 
coveragc, and Statements by both Turkish and German dccision-makers

Conceptional Framework: Diaspora, Diaspora Policy, and 
Diaspora Nationalism

To what does the term ‘diaspora’ tefer^ Does it make sense to call the Turkish community m 
Germany a ‘diaspora’* Histoncally, “[djiaspora stgnified a collcctive trauma, a banishrnent 
whcie one dreamed of home but hved in exile” (Cohen 1997 ix), but such a dcfinition of 
‘diaspora,’ suggesting a state of trauma, cannot be applicd to the Turkish community m 
Germany Migration rescarchet Thomas Faist argucs that it is “not uscful to apply thc term 
‘diaspora’ to settlers ot labour migrants because they did not cxpenence traumatic expen- 
ences and it cannot be said that most of the members of these groups yearn to return to their 
lost homeland” (Faist 2000 208) Faist can be considercd right, in thc sense that only a small 
Proportion of Turks were forced to leavc Turkey due to pohtical persecution oi repression 
and can, therefore, be regarded as tiaumatised

In recent times, however, the ‘diaspora’ conccpt has been redefined to the pomt that it is 
used to refer to other “peoples abroad who have also maintained stiong collective idenüties 

[and] defined themsclves as diaspoia, though they were neither acüve agents of Colonisa­
tion nor passive victims of persecution” (Cohen 1997 ix) In contemporaiy hteraturc there 
arc foui key aspccts of thc ‘diaspora’ concept dispersion, rctiospection, community spint, 
and externtonality, encompassing, according to Michael Kearney, “a full cross-section of 
community members who are dispersed to many diverse regions of the world and who yet 
remain a myth of their umqueness and an interest in their homeland” (Kearney 1995 559)

In the case of Turks abroad, fit st, it can be said that morc than 6 milhon Turks rcside in 
dispersed locations outsidc of Turkey Most live in Western Europe, where they represent 
an ethnic group, but also takc part in social and pohtical life as citizens of the host nation 
(dispersion) Second, Turks maintain Strong ties with Turkey and identify themselves based on 
their country of ongin (reti ospection) Third, Turks are bound together - moie or less - by a 
Strong community spnit that is bolstcred by a collective expenencc of exclusion and feclings 
of discnmination in the host country3 And, finally, Turks maintain a collective identity that 
is no longer necessanly tied to a specific terntoiial aica - be it the host country, the rcgion of 
residente, or the country of ongin (exterritoriality) (Berking 2000 53)

‘Diaspora policy,’ or more precisely, ‘diaspora engagement policy,’ in the Turkish context, 
refeis to the politics, stratcgies, and discourse mvolved in the cstabhshment and/or strength- , 
ening of die self-confidence and capabihties of die Turkish diaspora (cp Gamlen 2006). The 
approaches of the Turkish government towaids Turks in Germany can be held up as a typical ex- 
amplc of diaspora policy - thc Turkish government encourages Turks in Germany to maintain so- y 
cial, hnguisüc, and pohtical ties with Turkey and supports certain Turkish diaspora orgamsattons < 
in Germany - such as die DITIB and thc Islannc Community Milli Goru§ ( Islam ToplumuMi * ; 
Gorusot IGMG), while also estabhshing new diaspora organisations, such as thc Union of Inter­
national Democrats (Uluslararasi Demokiatlar Birligi, UID), die Presidency foi Turks Abroa . 
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and Rclated Communities (Yurtdipi Turkler ve Akraba Topluluklar Bafianlifii, YTB), and thc 
Yunus Emre Culture Centre (Yunus Emre Kultur Merkezi, YKM), among others (Aydin 2014)

The ‘long-distance nationalism’ or ‘diaspora nationalism’ among Turks in Germany mani- 
; fests in feehngs that they are considered migrant or mmority groups in the country and so 
; are not acccpted by the host society (Anderson 1998 58-74) These feehngs of exclusion, 

howcvei, are not thc sole causc of diaspora nationalism (Scnay 2013, Jamal and Aydin 2022)
I Such migrants - in our case, Turks - ovendentify themselves with the Turkish nation and, 
, often with thc government, encouraging their Segregation and the creation of homogencous
> iruheus in thc host society (Anderson 1998)
t Another sigmficant feature of these groups is their limited rcsponsibihty Members of the 
( diaspora participate in the politics of their country of ongin but have no Obligation to obey 
) the laws or pay taxes and thus are not responsiblc for their actions in this regard As Anderson 
’ States, a member of the diaspora who participates in the politics of their home countiy “need 
' not fear pnson, torture or death, nor need his immediate family” - as long as they do not 
) return to the home country (Anderson 1998 74)

The Fast and Present of Turkey’s Diaspora in Germany
Turkish Mass Migration to Germany

b The mass migration from Turkey to Germany m thc 1960s was the main factor behind the 
y formation of the Turfash ‘diaspora’ and ‘diaspora policy’ The ‘Turkish diaspora’ established 
1 itself in hne with the needs of those who migrated from Turkey to Western Germany rinder the 
* 1961 bilateral agreement signed between the two governments for the recruitment of workers 
j' The migration of workers to Germany was followed by migrations to other Western European 
f countnes, such as France, Austria, the Netherlands, and Belgium and für (.her afield to Australia 
| (see Millcr’s chapter on the history of guest-workers and Scnay and Arkilic’s chapter on Aus- 
y tralia and New Zealand in this volume and cp Castles and Miller 2009) In the 1970s, undei 
| lement family reunification policies, Turks were allowed to remain in Germany and to be joined 
g by their partners and children in Turkey Thc migration of Turks to Germany contmued with 
y the exodus of asylum seekers (pohtical migrants} in the 1980s, students (educational migrants} 
| in the 1990s, and highly quahfied expatnates and dissidents in the 2000s (Aydin 2016)
( The dnvers of migration from Turkey to Germany are thus highly diverse, consisüng of 
f sevcral different groups, including labour migrants, family members of earher migrants, stu- 
f dents, asylum seekers, and returnces and transnational circular migiants For Turkey, emigra- 
J tion and Immigration have become integral factors in the deep-rooted state policies concerning 
) naüon-building and national integnty, and, more recently, economic dcvelopment and mod-
> ernisation (Aydin 2016) Thc “Turfash diaspora,” therefore, can no longer be considered only 
( a “labour diaspora” in that it also carnes the charactenstics of a “cultural (hybrid) diaspora,” 
(' according to thc diaspora typology put forward by Robin Cohen (1997 178)
f Although initially intended to be ‘rotative’ or temporary by the Turfash and Gei man 
fc authonties, the Turfash migrant community has bccome permanent Today, according to of- 
j- ficial figures, some 2 8 milhon Turks reside in Germany, of whom approximately 1 5 milhon

are German citizens while the remaining 1 33 milhon are soll Turfash national« Thc number 
of Turks with dual nationality is cstimatcd at 530,596 (DeStatis 2021)
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Key Features ofthe Turkish Diaspora

As die discussion in the previous section shows, die ‘Turkish diaspora’ in Germany is a 
munity with a relatively long histoty The majonty, 52 6 per cent, werc born in Germ01*1' 
whilc the remaining 47 4 per cent werc born in Turkey and emigrated to Germany Of th 
37 3 per cent have resided in Germany for morc than 40 years, 42 2 per cent moic HiarQQ 
years, and 117 per cent morc than 10 years Only 8 8 per cent of Turks who have hved 
Germany for less than 10 yeais can bc considercd ‘newcomers’ (BAMF 2020 201,205)

The economic, socio-pohtical, and cultural activitics of the Turkish diaspora have a lasti > 
influencc not only on society and poliücs in Germany but also on bilateral Germany-Turfc^ 
relations and multilateral European Union (EU)-Turkey relations As an example, the con'' 
tnbutions of Turkish migrants supported the estabhshment of numerous town-twinning and 
fnendship associations, further dcepcning Geiman-Turkish lelations Thar activities, how 
ever, were also Iinked to somc political tensions and diplomatic rmsunderstandings, such as 
the aircst of Germany-basedjournalists Deniz Yucel in Turkey who was cntical ofthe Turkish 
admimstration (Deutsche Welle 2018)

Today, Turks play an active role in all arcas of social hfc in Germany and are represented 
in almost every profession In largci eitles and metropohtan areas, such as Hamburg, Berlin 
and Cologne, the ownership of private medical piactices, legal offices, restauiants, and dnving 
courses by Turks is now considcred normal Turks have also taken up important positions in 
pohtics, trade, and sports, with Cem Özdemir, Mesut Ozil, and Vural Oger being among the 
most noteworthy The number of inter-ethnic marnages is also on the nse, with 19 per cent 
of all German women in bi-national marnages being marned to Turkish men and 14 per cent 
of all German men in bi-national marnages being marned to Turkish women (Focus 2015)

It is known that the approximate 96,000 Turfash enticpreneurs in Germany provide em- 
ployment to around 500,000 peoplc and represent an annual turnover of approximately 50 
billion euros Thts rcflects the economic potential of the Turkish diaspora in Germany and 
the continued intercst of Turkey in its diaspora (Auswärtiges Amt 2021)

Political Position of Turks in Germany

An estimated 893,000 Turks in Germany arc eligible to votc (Gehkkan 2021), and Turks 
are represented in almost all political parties at the distnct and state level and in the Ger­
man Pailiamcnt (Bundestag) Through their increastngly important role and weight in 
German pohtics and their transnational-onented associations, Turks also influence bilat­
eral relations between Germany and Turkey, as stated above, although the transnational 
bndge formed by the Turkish diaspoia is also a soutce of diplomatic fnction (Aydtn 2019b 
165-183, Arkihc 2022)

Sociologically and politically, the Turkish transnational diaspora in Germany is highly 
hcterogcncous First, there is a socio-cultural distinction between Islamists - the tradition- 
ally conservative and rehgious Turks - and Turks who have adopted a more secular lifestylc 
Second, there are Turks who Support, and more or less identify themselves with the Turkish 
government, or at least have a benevolent view of it, among which can be counted Islam­
ist and conservative rehgious Turks and Turkish nationahsts On the other side of the coin 
are radical-extreme leftists, Kurdish nationahsts, and Christian and Alevi minonty groups of 
Turkish ongin, among others These communities are generally cntical of the ruling Justice 
and Development Party (Adalet ve Kalkmma Partisi, AKP) Such groups wcrc particulariy 
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vocal at the AKP’s decision to convcrt Hagia Sophia4 into a mosque in 2020 and at its Sup­
port of Azcrbaijan against Armenia in a 2020 war between the two countnes 5

Third, whilc there are denominational differenccs, pnmanly between Alevi and Sunni 
Jdushms, thcie are many grey areas wherc the two intersect For example, somc Alevis dis- 
play nationalist tendencies while others act togethcr with radical left circlcs In addition, 
in Geimany, supporters of the pro-secular Mothcrland Party (Vatan Paitisif and those of 
conservaüve-Islamist parties, such as the AKP or the Nationalist Movement Party (Milhyetfi 
Darekel Partisi, MHP) (Aydin 2018) may agree on their cnticism of the West, the United 
States, or the EU On the contrary, some conservative Kurds lean towards Turkish state 
nationalism and display simtlar loyalties to the state as Turkish nationahsts or conservatives

Participation in Turfa sh clcctions is a central indicator of the transnational political Orien­
tations of Turks in Germany - voter turnout for the parliamentary and presidential elections 
between 2018 and 2023 was between 34 and 49 per cent in Gei many (for a detailed analysis 
of external voting, sec Chaptcr 17)

Two Types of Turkish Nationalism

Bcyond the transnational attitudes and onentations, there is a strong sense of nationalism 
among the Turkish diaspora in Germany that can be classified under two types diaspora 
nationalism and nght-wmg ultranationahsm The majonty of Turks are strongly onented 
towards Turkey but value their bilingualism and dual identitics, defining themselves as ‘Ger­
man Turks,’ ‘European Turks,’ or ‘German with Turkish roots’ (transnational onentatwn) 
There is also a clearly pronounced diaspora nationalism, with a sigmficant proportion of Turks 
strongly idenüfying with Turkey and the Turkish government. This group romanticises and 
idealises Turkey and reacts strongly to any cnticism of Turkey and its leadership Right-wmg 
ultranationahsm7 is also strongly represented among the Turkish diaspora in Germany, organ- 
ised undei umbrella organisations and numerous diaspora organisations, such as football clubs 
and mosque communities, attraeüng significant numbers of the diaspora Ultra-nationalist, 
radical nght-wing groups, including the Osmanen Germania, Turan eV, or the Grey Wolves, 
enjoy a degtee of approval in paits of the diaspora commumty (for more details, see Bozay 
2021) Right-wing ultranationahsm differs from diaspora nationalism in its characteristics of 
essentialism, fnend-foe dichotomy, exaltation of the ethno-cultural seif, hostihty towards de- 
mocracy, devaluation of the supposed Other, and, most importantly, open commitment to 
ideologies of inequabty (Bora 2017 279-284, Aydm 2022) Among Turks, ultranationahsm 
manifests itself in the expression of a strong cthnic Turkish identity, an over-evaluation of the 
seif, an over-identification with the Turkish government, and with what are perccived as ‘na­
tional interests,’ as well as an essentially anti-Western attitude and a stereotypical perception of 
German culture Posts on social media platforms, such as Facebook, with anti-Scmitic content 
and anti-Isracli, anti-Amencan, and anti-European conspiracy myths circulatcd by some Turks 
are the most prominent expressions of this nght-wing ultianationalism in virtual space

Socio-political Cleavages within the Turkish Diasporic Community and 
Conflicts with the Host Society

The Tuikish diaspora pohey contams contradictory meentives that have produced differ­
ent, and somctimcs opposing, results for Turks in Germany I will discuss some of these in 
detail below

465



Ta^ar Aydtn

Encouraßing Socio-Pohtical Integration

The Turkish diaspora pohey promotes Integration and Individualisation by encouraging Turks 
in Germany to naturalisc and make bettcr use of the available educational opportunities to 
chmb the social ladder, and to participatc activcly in social hfc and pohtical decision-making 
All of thcsc lequire Turks to adopt the cultural values of their host societies, such as indiviJu- 
alism and respect for different lifestyles and democratic norms In this regard, the Turkish 
diaspoia pohey is in line with the German integiation policy and the Integration efforts of 
those of Turkish ongin

The Turkish government, however, has a different understanding of ‘Integration,’ con- 
sidenng it rather as a factor in upward social mobihty involving participation in the host 
country’s prosperity as well as its pohtical structurcs and proccsses Acculturation, however 
goes beyond this and is not envisaged in this Integration concept Since the new Turkish 
diaspora policy promotes conservative social morahty and a conscrvative collective religiotis 
identity, it also contnbutes to the consohdation of the cxistmg cultural fragmcntation within 
the Turkish diaspora in Germany based on ethmcity, culture, and rehgion Furthermore it 
evokes scepticism among German decision-makcrs towards German Turks, questioning their 
ability to integrate into the host society

In turn, through its initially conservative and later also nationalistic rhetonc, the AKP 
government has limited its audicnce and attempts at control and failed to reach some Seg­
ments of the Turkish diaspora, such as pro-secular and liberal communities, Alcvis, non- 
conservative Kurds, and Christian minonties After more than a dccade we can conclude that 
the new Turkish diaspora policy has not sufficiently addressed the diversity of Turkish-ongin 
diaspora in Germany

Conflicts with the Host Society

Although seeking the integiation of Turks into German society, through its diaspora policy, 
the Turfash government has at the same time intensified the conflict between Tuiks and 
mainstream pohtics and society in then host countnes Aside from the conservative rheto- 
ric of Turkish dccision-makers, dramatic events in Turkey such as the Gezi Park protests of 
2013, the failed mihtary coup of July 15, 2016, and the response of the Turfash government 
to the resolution adopted by the German federal government dcclanng the mass fallings of 
Armemans by the Ottoman Empire in 1915 as an act of ‘gcnocide’ led to a detenoration of 
the bilateral relations between Turkey and Germany (Smale and Eddy 2016) These three 
developments escalated tensions between Turkey and Germany at diplomatically dehcate 
junctures In 2013, a meeting organised by the UID - an AKP lobby Organisation active in 
Europc - voiced its sohdarity with the Turfash government at a time when the ruhng govern- 
ment was under pohtical pressure to justify its violent responses to the Gezi Park piotests 
This meeting attiacted harsh cnticism in Gei man mainstieam media A similar sohdarity rally 
organised in Cologne by the UID after the failed 2016 coup attempt, although peaceful, 
again attracted strong pubhc cnticism

In certain pohtical and pubhc arenas, the httle interest of Turfash diasporans in German 
pohtics has been desenbed as a sign of their ‘limited’ Integration (Lisovenko 2023), leading 
some German commentators and high-ranfang pohticians to question the loyalty of nation- 
ahst and conseivative Turks to Germany (Piantl 2016) The crude lobbying activitics and 
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insensitive activism of members of the Turfash diaspora with links to the Turkish government 
have also deepened the gap between Turks and mainstream German society, drawing them 
pohtically apart and spurrmg counter-mobihsations

Securitisation ofthe Islam Debate

The 9/11 terronst attacks of 2001 initiatcd an intense debate on Islam and Muslims in 
Germany (Bade 2013), tuming Islam into a sccunty issue The place of Islam and Muslims 
in Germany and the compatibihty of their lifestyles with Europcan values and democratic 
norms thus entered the pohtical agenda Furthermore, the wilhngness of Muslims to inte­
grate within democratically organised, pluial societies was callcd into question The German 
Islam Conference {Deutsche Islam Konferenz, DIK) founded in 2006 by Former Minister of 
the Intenor Wolfgang Schäuble focused on the secunty aspects of the discoursc related to 
Islam and Integration (Aguilar 2017)

The fundamental and overarching goal of the DIK was, and remains, to estabhsh and 
maintain a permanent and regulär nationwide dialogue between the German goveinment 
and the Muslim community and their representation in Germany In rcahty, however, it has 
become a means of transforming die Muslim faith and Muslims to ahgn them with the values 
and interests of Germany - creating a ‘German Islam’ projcct that is firmly rejected by the 
well-estabhshed Turfash Muslim insututions in Germany The DIK thus has contnbuted to 
the growth of nationalistic tendencies and the withdrawal of Turks from mainstream society, 
as well as an increase in the cnticisms of Islam and anti-Mushm racism in the mainstream 
media by placmg Islam at the centre of pubhc attention The resulting cxcessive debates on 
Integration policy and on the dominant culture have led to the ftirther ahenation of many 
Turfash Muslims from society

Bcsides this top-down pohticisation tnggered by the German Integration policy and the 
pohcics of the Turfash government related to its diaspora, therc is a bottom-up pohticisation 
tnggered by counter-left-wing radicahsm, as discussed below8

Vicious Circle. Mobilisation vs. Counter-mobilisation

After the failure of the pcacc negotiations between the government and the Kurdish Work- 
ers’ Party (Partiya Karkeren Kurdistane, PKK), the PKK resumed its terronsm campaign, 
spurrmg harsh responses from the Turfash Armed Forces This escalation of violence m Tur­
key cast a shadow over Germany, wherc the PKK and othcr Kurdish and radical/extremist 
leftist groups started to mobihse, encouiaged by the developments in Syria The battle for 
Kobanc in September 2014, for cxample, provided the PKK with a sigmficant boost in popu- 
larity and sympathy in Germany, being seen as the bcgmmng of the end of the expansion 
of the Islamic State (IS) The Staging of Rojava as a ‘democracy project’ was so successful 
because the fight agamst IS fasemated neo-communist, eco-anarchic and anti-fascist groups, 
and othcr ethme resistance movements around the globe Kurdish nationalists and extreme/ 
radical leftist groups gained impetus from the renewed anti-capitahst and left-wing discourse 
around the world after the financial cnsis of 2009 These factors together explain the suc­
cessful mobihsation of some European scholars, intellcctuals, celebnties and pohticians by 
the legal wing of the PKK oigamsation, provofang nationalist sentmients among Turks in 
Germany (Posch 2022)
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In September 2016, radical left-wing groups organised a protest in Cologne against the 
Tuikish government and President Recep Tayyip Erdogan that was attended by thousands 
of people, dunng which svmbols of the PKK, classified as a terronst Organisation by Turkey 
and the EU, were on display The mild icsponses to the protest by the Gei man government 
and the general public, in the eyes of many Tuikish diasporans, weie in stark contrast to Ger- 
many’s negative rcactions to the pio-Turkish government rally held a few weeks earlier (Bax 
2016 7) Mcmbers of the Turkish diaspora fiequently daun that cnticisms of the nulitancy 
of the Kurds and ultia-leftists in Turkish pohtics aie notably lacking in Gcrmany The pei_ 
ceived double Standards not only provoke ire among Turks in Germany but also naüonahstic 
rcsentment (Aydin 2019a)

Condusion

Why are Turks in Geimany attracted to different types of Turkish nationahsm, while fcaring 
and opposing German nationalismf As dtscussed in this chapter, Tuikish nationahsm has 
gained Strong impetus from the Turkish diaspora pohey, although it is also a reaction to the 
militant activities of extreme leftist and Kurdish nationahst groups These two communities 
are active in different spheres of German socicty and engagc in pohtical activities, which is 
perceived by diaspora Tutks as ‘anti-Turkish ’

The anti-Western nationahst rhetonc of Turkish dccision-makers explains in part the (dias­
pora) nationahsm among Turks in Germany It is important to keep in mind that diaspora na­
tionahsm incentivises the maintenancc of a particular identity that is not to be absorbed into 
mainsticam socicty I address the Turkish (diaspora) nationahsm here within a broader con- 
text to undcistand its true nature and populariiv within the diasporic space, directing the fo- 
cus on the interplay of thrce factors (1) socio-cultural dichotomies and pohtical polansatton, 
and the lines of conflict within the Turkish diaspora that contnbute to the reproduction of 
nationahsm, (2) the strong impetus given by the Tuikish diaspora to (diaspora) nationahsm, 
and (3) the Integration pohey of the German government {Bundesregwnmg\ the anti-Islamic 
and racist discourse in the German media, and the attitudes in the host socicty' that contnbute 
to fechngs of cxclusion from society, thus cncouraging nationahst sentiments In short, Turk­
ish (diaspora) nationahsm is, to a large extent, incentivised by this tnplc-themed pohticisation

Notes
1 In this chaptcr, I usc the wotd ‘Türk’ and ‘Tuikish’ to icfcr to terntoiy and citizcnship, encom- 

passing all cuncnt and foimer citizens of the Rcpubhc of Turkey hvmg in Germany, regaidless of 
cthnicity, religton, or cultuic

2 Reccnt ycars have secn a wealth of ‘diaspora studics,’ among which are a number of new books 
devoted to the Turkish diaspora To mention just a fcw that aie particulaily relevant to the pre- 
sented topic Ayca Aikihc (2022) Diaspora Dtplomacy The Pohtics of Turkish Emijjration to Pumpe 
(Manchcstci Manchcstci University Piess), Derya Özkul and Hege Matkussen (2022) The Alms 
m Modern Turkey and the Diaspora (Edinburgh Edinbuigh Press), Buket Okten Sipahioglu (2019) 
Avrupa’da Tuik Diasporasi (Istanbul Cinius Yayinlan), Tahp Kuyukcan (2021) Diaspora Turklen 
Avrupa’da Turk Imaji ve Islamofobi (Istanbul Cizgi Yayinlan), Orhan Aias (2019) Avrupa’daki 
Turk Diasporasi ve Lobisi (Kohr Pern Yayinlan), and Bahai Baser (2017) Diaspora and Humeland 
Conflicts (London and New York Routledge)

3 Rcgardmg the sclf-peiccption of Tuiks in Germany and theu fcchngs of exdusion, sec the survey 
cauicd out by Detlef Pollack, Olaf Muller, Gergely Rosta, and Anna Dielcr (2016) Integration 
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und Religion aus der Sicht von Tuikeistammigcn in Deutschland (Munstei Zentrum für Wis­
senschaftskommunikation des Exzellenzdust eis >Rehgion und Politik' der Westfalischen Wilhelms- 
Universität) Available at https//bit ly/3u]YePU (Accessed 30 January 2022)

4 Hagia Sophia, a Byzantine chuich that was built in the 6th centuiy, was turned into a mosque alter 
the conquest of Constantinople by the Ottomans Atatürk, the foundci of the Repubhc of Turkey, 
turned it into a museum in 1935

5 The author’s own observations on social media Regarding the influence of the Azeibaijan-Armenia 
War 2020 on the Turkish diaspora in Geimany, see Tigran Petrosyan (2020) Krieg aus der Ferne, 
taz, 15 11 2020 Accessible at https //bit ly/3KWZ9ff (Accessed 31 Januaiy 2022)

6 Contiary to its stated sociahst agenda, the Motheiland Party is classified as a national, sccular, 
and Kemahst-oriented party with anti-European and anti-Amcncan tcndencics Domestically, it 
Supports a protectionist-corporatist economic pohey and opposes any Tuikish alhance with the 
United States or the NATO and Turkey’s onentation with the EU internationally In Eurasian 
geopohtics, it rathci seeks alliances with the Russian Federation and China See Yayii Aydin 
(2023)

7 For more details of nght-wmg Turkish ultianationalism in Germany, see Bozay (2021)
8 Left-wing radicahsm and left-wing extrenusm aie worldviews centicd on the icjcction of bourgeois 

democracy and the rule of law, as well as a commitment to revolution and the violent overthrow of 
the pohtical Order, and an upheaval of socio-economic conditions
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