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TURKEY’S DIASPORA IN
GERMANY

A Transnational Community Divided
between Transnational Integration and
Distant-Nationalism

Yasar Aydin

Introduction

The history of Turkey’s diaspora in Germany dates back to the 1960s when large crmgranon
waves from Turkey to Germany took place after the signing of a guest-worker agreement be-
tween the two states in 1961 Today there are more than 3 nulhon people of Turkish! ongin
in the country who are active 1n the social, political, economic, and even cultural hife of Ger-
man socicty The majority of Turks mamtain a particular collective and subjecuve identity and
retamn strong social, cultural, economic, and even political nes with the Turkish homeland,
while bemng at the centre of pubhc attention in both positive and negative senses Turkey’s
diaspora i Germany has long been a topic of amimated political dispute, with onc of the pri-
mary causes of concern being the strong interest of the Turkish government i Tarks abroad
For the past two decades, Turkish poliicians have increasingly intervened i polincal and
social matters that concern Turks n different European countnies but, above all, Germany

In German polhitics and media, the Turkish government and Turkey’s diaspora, due to 1ts
size and the nationalist agenda of most of 1ts members, have been accused of jeopardising the
integration of Turkish mugrants and weakening the social coherence (for example, see Die
Welt 2011, Popp 2013 36-37) These and simular accusations have been particularly made
with references to the diaspora and, more spectfically, the radical ethnic nationalism that ex-
1sts among certain chaspora Turks and the ‘anu-Western’ rhetoric of Turkish decision-makers
As a further pomnt of contention, onc critic powmts to the ‘reactionary’ and “Turkey-orented’
praxis of such mnsttutions as the Turkish Islanuc Union for Rehgious Affairs (Deyanet Isler:
Turk Islpm Brrlyp, DITIB) (Elger 2022 48-49), one of the largest Islamic organisations in
Germany and a branch of the Presidency of Religious Aftawrs ( Deyanet Islers Bagkanlyj, DIB
or Dryanet) in Turkey

Aganst this backdrop, this chapter breaks down the structure of and main cleavages
within Turkey’s diaspora 10 Germany and Germany’s continued focus on the “Turkish di-
aspora policy” It should be mentoned in advance that this chapter constitutes neither a
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comprehensive study of the topic,? nor 1s 1t an onginal empirical survey based on ﬁcldwod(
unlike my previous rescarch What 1s presented herc s a tecord of recent developmcnts anci
discussions on ntegration and mnner commumity cleavages My approach consists of Synthe.
s1s and mterpretanion and diaws fiom a number of sources, including statistical data, Mediy
coverage, and statcments by both Turkish and German decision-makers

Conceptional Framework: Diaspora, Diaspora Policy, and
Diaspora Nationalism

To what does the term ‘diaspora’ tefer’ Does 1t make scnse to call the Turkish community y,
Germany a ‘chaspora’ Historically, “[d]iaspora signified a collective trauma, a bamshment,
whete one dreamed of home but hived 10 exile” (Cohen 1997 1), but such a definition of
‘diaspora, suggesting a statc of trauma, cannot be appled to the Turkish communty 4y
Germany Migration rescarcher Thomas Faist argucs that 1t 1s “not uscful to apply the term
‘diaspora’ to settlers o1 labour mugrants because they did not experience traumatc exper,-
ences and 1t cannot be said that most of the members of these groups yearn to return to theyy
lost homeland” (Faist 2000 208) Faist can be considered nght, in the sense that only a smaj
proportion of Turks were forced to leave Turkey due to political persecution or repression
and can, therefore, be regarded as ttaumatised

In recent times, however, the ‘draspora’ concept has been redefined to the point that it 1
uscd to refer to other “peoples abroad who have also maintained strong collective identities

[and] defined themsclves as diaspora, though they were neither active agents of colomsa-
tion nor passive victims of persecution” (Cohen 1997 1x) In contemporary literature there
arc fowr key aspects of the ‘diaspora’ concept dispersion, retrospection, community spirit,
and externitoriahty, encompassing, according to Michael Kearney, “a full cross-section of
community members who are dispersed to many diverse regions of the world and who yet
remain a myth of their uniqueness and an interest 1 their homeland” (Kearney 1995 559)

In the case of Turks abroad, firsz, 1t can be said that more than 6 mulhon Turks reside
dispersed locations outside of Turkey Most live in Western Europe, where they represent
an ethnic group, but also take part 1 soctal and political life as citizens of the host naton
(dispersion) Second, Turks mamntamn strong ties with Turkey and 1identify themselves based on
their country of origin (rets ospectron) Third, Turks are bound together — mote or less — by a
strong communaty spit that 1s bolstered by a collecuve expenence of exclusion and feclngs

of discrimnation 1n the host country ? And, finally, Turks maintain a collective identity that

15 no longer necessarily tied to a specific territouial arca — be 1t the host country, the region of
residence, or the country of ongin (exterretoriality) (Berking 2000 53)

‘Draspora policy, or more preasely, ‘diaspora engagement policy, mn the Turkish context,
refets to the politics, strategies, and discourse mvolved 1n the establishment and/or strength-
ening of the self-confidence and capabilities of the Turkish diaspora (cp Gamlen 2006). The
approaches of the Turkish government towards Turks i Germany can be held up as a typical ex-
ample of draspora pohicy — the Turkish government encourages Turks in Germany to maintain so-

aial, inguistic, and political ties with Turkey and supports certain Turkish diaspora organisations

n Germany — such as the DTTIB and the Islamic Community Mulli Gorus ( Islam Toplumn Miﬂf
Gorus or IGMG), while also establishing new diaspora organisations, such as the Union of Iﬂt@;i
national Democrats ( Ulusiararass Demoky atlnr Burlyq, UID), the Presidency for Turks Abroad.

Turkey’s Draspora in Germany

and Related Communities (Yurzdese Turkler ve Akraba Topluluklar Baskanlys, YTB), and the
Yunus Emre Culture Centre (Yunus Emre Kultur Merkezr, YKM), among others (Aydin 2014)

The ‘long-distance nationalisny’ or ‘diaspora nationalism’ among Turks 1n Germany mani-
fests 1n feehngs that they are considered migrant or munority groups 1n the country and so
are not accepted by the host society (Anderson 1998 58-74) These feelings of exclusion,
howevet, are not the sole causc of diaspora natonalism (Senay 2013, Jamal and Aydin 2022)
Such mugrants — in our case, Turks — ovenidenufy themselves with the Turkish nation and,
often with the government, encouraging their segregation and the creation of homogencous
milieus 1n the host society (Anderson 1998)

Another significant feature of these groups 1s their imuted responsibility Members of the
draspora participate 11 the politics of their country of onigin but have no obligation to obey
the laws or pay taxes and thus are not responsible for their actions in this regard As Anderson
states, a member of the diaspora who participates in the politics of therr home countiy “need
not fear prison, torture or death, nor nced his immediate fanuly” — as long as they do not
return to the home country (Anderson 1998 74)

The Past and Present of Turkey’s Diaspora in Germany

Turkish Mass Migvation to Germany

The mass migration from Turkey to Germany 1 the 1960s was the mamn factor behind the
formaunon of the Turkish ‘diaspora’ and ‘diaspora policy” The “Turkish diaspora® established
itself in ine with the needs of those who mugrated from Turkey to Western Germany under the
1961 bilateral agreement signed between the two governments for the recruitment of workers
The mugration of workers to Germany was followed by muigrations to other Western European
countries, such as France, Austria, the Netherlands, and Belgrum and further afield to Australia
(see Miller’s chapter on the history of guest-workers and Senay and Arkilic’s chapter on Aus-
tralia and New Zealand i this volume and cp Castles and Miller 2009) In the 1970s, under
lement famuly reunification policies, Turks were allowed to remain in Germany and to be jomned
by their partners and chuldren 1n Turkey The migration of Turks to Germany continued with
the exodus of asylum seekers (polszical migrants) in the 1980s, students (educational MGV ANLs)
n the 1990s, and highly qualified expatriates and dissidents in the 2000s (Aydin 2016)

The dnivers of migration from Turkey to Germany are thus hughly dwverse, consisung of
several different groups, including labour mugrants, famuly members of earlicr mugrants, stu-
dents, asylum seckers, and returnces and transnational crcular migiants For Turkey, emugra-
tion and immugration have become mntegral factors in the deep-rooted state policies concerning
nation-building and national tegnty, and, more recently, economic development and mod-
ernusation (Aydin 2016) The “Turkish diaspora,” therefore, can no longer be considered only
2 “labour duaspora” 1n that 1t also carnies the charactenisues of a “cultural (hybnid) diaspora”
according to the draspora typology put forward by Robin Cohen (1997 178)

Although imtially 1ntended to be ‘rotative’ or temporary by the Turkish and German
authorities, the Turkish migrant community has become permanent Today, according to of-
ficral figures, some 2 8 million Turks reside in Germany, of whom approximately 1 5 nulhon
are German auzens while the remaining 1 33 mutlion are still Turkish nationals The number
of Turks with dual nationahty 1s csimated at 530,596 (DeStatis 2021)
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Key Featuves of the Tuvkish Draspora

As the discussion n the previous section shows, the “Turkish diaspora’ in Germany
munity with a relatively long history The majority, 52 6 per cent, were born 1n
while the remaining 47 4 per cent were born in Turkey and emmgrated to Germany Of the
37 3 per cent have resided 1 Germany for more than 40 years, 42 2 per cent mojp e than Izng,
years, and 11 7 per cent more than 10 years Only 8 8 per cent of Turks who have lived
Germany for less than 10 years can be considered ‘newcomers” (BAMF 2020 201, 205 ) B

The economuc, socio-pohitical, and cultural acuvitics of the Turkish diaspora have 5 lasting
influence not only on socety and politics in Germany but also on bilateral Germany»TurkL%
relations and multilateral European Union (EU)-Turkey relations As an example, the Coxz
tnbutions of Turkish mugrants supported the establishment of numerous town-tw nning and
fiendshup associations, further deepening German-Turkish 1elations Their activities, hoyy,.
ever, were also linked to some political tensions and diplomatic musunderstandings, such as
the arrest of Germany-based journalists Deniz Yucel in Turkey who was critical of the Turkish
admunstration (Deutsche Welle 2018)

Today, Turks play an active role in all arcas of social hife in Germany and are represented
mn almost every profession In larger cities and metropolitan areas, such as Hamburg, Berlyn
and Cologne, the ownership of private medical practices, legal offices, restamants, and d_ering’
courses by Turks 1s now considered normal Turks have also taken up 1mportant positons 1
politics, trade, and sports, with Cem Ozdemur, Mesut Ozil, and Vural Oger being among the
most noteworthy The number of inter-ethnic marriages 1s also on the rise, with 19 per cent
of all German women 1 bi-national marnages being married to Turkish men and 14 per cent
of all German men n bi-naonal marriages bemng marned to Turkish women (Focus 2015)

It 1s known that the approximate 96,000 Turkish enticpreneurs m Germany provide em-
ployment to around 500,000 people and represent an annual turnover of approximately 50
billion euros This reflects the economic potential of the Turkish diaspora in Germany and
the continued nterest of Turkey in 1ts diaspora (Auswartiges Amt 2021)

s COInw
Gernmny)

Political Position of Turks in Germany

An estumated 893,000 Turks in Germany are ehigible to vote (Celikkan 2021), and Turks
are represented 1n almost all political parties at the district and state level and 1n the Ger-
man Pathament (Bundestag) Through thewr increasingly important role and weight m
German politics and their transnational-oriented associations, Turks also influence bilat-
cral relations between Germany and Turkey, as stated above, although the transnational
bridge formed by the Turkish diaspora is also a soutce of diplomatic friction (Aydin 2019b
165-183, Arkilic 2022)

Sociologically and politically, the Turkish transnational diaspora i Germany 1s highly
heterogencous  Farst, there 1s a socio-cultural disiinction between Islamusts — the tradition-
ally conservative and religious Turks ~ and Turks who have adopted a more secular lifestyle

Second, there are Turks who support, and more or less identfy themselves with the Turkish ~-

government, or at least have a benevolent view of 1t, among which can be counted Tslam-
1st and conservative religious Turks and Turkish nationalists On the other side of the com
are radical-extreme leftists, Kurdish nationalists, and Christian and Alevi munority groups of
Turkish origin, among others These communities are generally cutical of the ruling Justce
and Devclopment Party (Adaler ve Kallinma Partise, AKP) Such groups were partlcularly

vocal at the AKP’s deaision to convert Hagia Sophia* into a mosque m 2020 and at 1ts sup-
ort of Azerbayan against Armenia 11 a 2020 war between the two countries

Third, while there are denominauonal differences, primarly between Alevi and Sunm
Musluns, there are many grey areas where the two ntersect For example, some Alevis dis-
play natonalist tendencies while others act together with radical left arcles In addition,
m Germany, supporters of the pro-secular Motherland Party (Vatan Pazts1)° and those of
conservauve-Islamist parues, such as the AKP or the Nationalist Movement Party ( Mellayercs
Hareket Partiss, MHP) (Aydin 2018) may agree on theur cntiasm of the West, the United
States, or the EU On the contrary, some conservauve Kurds lean towards Turkish state
pationabsm and display sumilar loyalues to the state as Turkish nationalists or conservatives

Particaipaton 1 Turkish clections 1s a central indicator of the transnational political orien-
tattons of Turks i1 Germany ~ voter turnout for the parhamentary and presidential elections
between 2018 and 2023 was between 34 and 49 per cent in Germany (for a detailed analysis
of external voting, sec Chapter 17)

Two Types of Turkish Nationalism

Beyond the transnational attitudes and onentations, there 15 a strong sense of nationalism
among the Turkish diaspora in Germany that can be classified under two types diaspora
natronalism and rght-wing ultranationalism The maonty of Turks are strongly oriented
towards Turkey but value their bilingualism and dual identitics, defining themselves as ‘Ger-
man Turks, “European Turks, or ‘German with Turkish roots’ (transnational orwentation)
There s also a clearly pronounced diaspora nationalism, with a signuficant proportion of Turks
strongly 1dentfying with Turkey and the Turkish government. Thus group romanticises and
idealises Turkey and reacts strongly to any crinasm of Turkey and its leadershup  Ruyght-weng
ultranationalisny’ 1s also strongly represented among the Turkish diaspora in Germany, organ-
ssed under umbrella orgamusations and numerous diaspora organisatons, such as football clubs
and mosque commuruties, attracung sigmficant numbers of the diaspora Ultra-nationalst,
radical nght-wing groups, including the Osmanen Germama, Turan eV, or the Grey Wolves,
enyoy a degree of approval in paits of the diaspora commumty (for more details, see Bozay
2021) Rught-wing ultranavonalism differs from diaspora nanonalism 1n 1ts characteristics of
essentiahism, friend—foe dichotomy, exaltation of the ethno-cultural self, hostihity towards de-
mocracy, devaluation of the supposed Other, and, most importantly, open commutment to
ideologies of nequality (Bora 2017 279-284, Aydin 2022) Among Turks, ultranationalism
manifests itself 1n the expression of a strong cthme Turksh identity, an over-evaluation of the
self, an over-identificaton with the Turkish government, and with what are percaived as ‘na-
wonal 1nterests,” as well as an essentially anu-Western attitude and a stereotypical perception of
German culture Posts on social media platforms, such as Facebook, with anti-Senutic content
and anu-Isracli, anti-American, and anti-European conspiracy myths arculated by some Turks
are the most promunent expressions of this nght-wing ultianationalism m virtual space

Socio-political Cleavages within the Turkish Diasporic Community and
Conflicts with the Host Society

The Tuikish diaspora policy contans contradictory mcentives that have produced differ-
ent, and sometimes opposing, results for Turks in Germany I will discuss some of these 1n
detal below
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Encourvaging Socio-Political Integrvation

The Turkish diaspora policy promotes integration and individualisation by encouraging Turks
i Germany to naturalise and make better use of the available educational opportunities,
chimb the socal ladder, and to particapate actvely in soaal hife and poliucal dec1510n—makmg
All of these requure Turks to adopt the cultural values of their host societies, such as individy,.
ahsm and respect for different hfestyles and democratic norms In thus regard, the Turkygp
diaspora policy 1s 1n line with the German integration policy and the integration cfforts of
those of Turkish ongin

The Turkish government, however, has a different understanding of “mtegraton,’ cop.
sidering 1t rather as a factor i upward social mobility involving participation i the hogg
country’s prosperity as well as its political structures and processes Acculturation, howeyey
goes beyond this and 1s not envisaged 1n this integranon concept Since the new Turkls};
diaspora policy promotes conservative social morality and a conscrvative collective rehigious
1dentity, 1t also contributes to the consolidation of the existing cultural fragmentation withi
the Turkish diaspora in Germany based on ethmaty, culture, and religion Furthermore, 1t
evokes scepticism among German deciston-makers towards German Turks, questioning theyr
ability to mtegrate nto the host society

In turn, through its mtally conservative and later also nationalistic rhetoric, the AKP
government has limited 1ts audience and attempts at control and failed to reach some seg-
ments of the Turkush diaspora, such as pro-secular and liberal communiues, Alevis, nog-
conservative Kurds, and Christian nunonties After more than a decade we can conclude that
the new Turkish diaspora policy has not sufficiently addressed the diversity of Turkish-ongin
diaspora in Germany

Conflicts with the Host Society

Although secking the mtegration of Turks 1nto German society, through its diaspora policy,
the Turkish government has at the same time intensified the conflict between Tutks and
mainstream politics and society 1 theu host countries Aside from the conservauve rheto-
ric of Turkish decision-makers, dramatic events 1n Turkey such as the Gezi Park protests of
2013, the faled mulitary coup of July 15, 2016, and the response of the Turkish government
to the resolution adopted by the German federal government declaring the mass kilhings of
Armenians by the Ottoman Empire in 1915 as an act of ‘genoade’ led to a deterioration of
the bilateral relations between Turkey and Germany (Smale and Eddy 2016) These three
developments escalated tensions between Turkey and Germany at diplomatcally delicate
junctures In 2013, a mecting organised by the UID -~ an AKP lobby organisation active 11
Europe - voiced its sohdanty with the Turkish government at a tme when the ruling govern-
ment was under political pressure to justfy 1ts violent responses to the Gezi Park protests
This meeting attiacted harsh crincism in German mamstieam media A sumular solidarity rally
organised 1n Cologne by the UID after the failed 2016 coup attempt, although peaceful,
again attracted strong public criticism

In certain political and public arenas, the hittle interest of Turkish diasporans in German
pohtics has been described as a sign of therr ‘imited” integration (Lisovenko 2023), leading
some German commentators and high-ranking politicians to question the loyalty of natton” .
abst and conservative Turks to Germany (Prand 2016) The crude lobbying activities and
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msensitive activism of members of the Turkish draspora with links to the Turkish government
have also deepened the gap between Turks and mamnstream German society, drawing them
politically apart and spurring counter-mobilisations

Secuvitisation of the Islam Debate

The 9/11 terronst attacks of 2001 mnated an intense debate on Islam and Mushms in
Germany (Bade 2013), turning Islam 1nto a sccurity 1ssue The place of Islam and Mushms
in Germany and the compaubility of thewr lifestyles with Furopcan values and democratic
norms thus entered the poliical agenda Furthermore, the wilingness of Mushms to 1nte-
grate within democratically organiscd, pluial societies was called nto question The German
Islam Conference ( Deutsche Isiam Konferenz, DIK) founded 1n 2006 by former Minuster of
the Interior Wolfgang Schauble focused on the security aspects of the discourse related to
Islam and ntegratnon (Aguilar 2017)

The fundamental and overarching goal of the DIK was, and remains, to establish and
maintamn a permancnt and regular navonwide dialogue between the German government
and the Mushim community and thewr representation mn Germany In reality, however, 1t has
become a means of transformung the Mushm faith and Mushms to align them with the values
and interests of Germany — creating a ‘German Islam’ project that 1s firmly rejected by the
well-established Turkish Mushim msutunons 1 Germany The DIK thus has contnibuted to
the growth of nationalistic tendencies and the withdrawal of Turks from manstream socety,
as well as an increase n the criticasms of Islam and anti-Mushim racism n the mainstream
media by placing Islam at the centre of pubhc attention The resulung cxcessive debates on
mtegration policy and on the dominant culture have led to the further ahenation of many
Turkish Mushms from socicty

Besides this top-down politicisation triggered by the German mtegration policy and the
pohaies of the Turkish government related to its diaspora, therc 1s a bottom-up politicisation
tmiggered by counter-left-wing radicalism, as discussed below 3

Vicious Circle. Mobilisation vs. Counter-mobilisation

After the failure of the peace negonations between the government and the Kurdish Work-
ers’ Party (Partwva Karkerén Kurdistané, PXK), the PKK resumed 1its terrorism campaign,
spurring harsh responses from the Turkish Armed Forces Thus escalanon of violence i Tur-
key cast a shadow over Germany, wherce the PKK and other Kurdish and radical /extrenust
lefust groups started to mobilise, encouraged by the developments i Syria The battle for
Kobanc 1n September 2014, for example, provided the PKK with a significant boost in popu-
laty and sympathy in Germany, being seen as the beginmng of the end of the expansion
of the Islamic State (IS) The staging of Rojava as a ‘democracy project’ was so successful
because the fight aganst IS fascinated neo-communist, cco-anarchic and anti-fascist groups,
and other cthnic resistance movements around the globe Kurdish natonalists and extreme/
rachcal lefoist groups gamned impetus from the rencwed anti-capitalist and lefe-wing discourse
around the world after the financial crisis of 2009 These factors together explain the suc-
cessful mobilisation of some European scholars, intellectuals, celebnties and pohiicians by
the legal wing of the PKK organisanion, provoking nationalist sentiments among Turks in
Germany (Posch 2022)
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In September 2016, radical lefe-wing groups orgamsed a protest m Cologne agaimst the
Tuwkash government and President Recep Tayyip Erdogan that was attended by thousang
of people, during which symbols of the PKK, classified as a terrorist organisation by Turkey
and the EU, were on display The mild 1esponses to the protest by the Getman governmene
and the gencral public, in the eyes of many Tutkish diasporans, were n stark contrast to Gey.
many’s negative reactions to the pro-Turkish government rally held a few weeks earlier (Bay
2016 7) Mecmbers of the Turkish diaspora ficquently claim that criticisms of the mulitancy
of the Kurds and ultia-leftists in Turkish politics are notably lacking in Germany The per-
cerved double standards not only provoke e among Turks in Germany but also nationahse
resentment (Aydin 2019a)

Conclusion

Why are Turks in Germany attracted to different types of Turkish nationalism, while fearing
and opposing German vationalism?® As discussed in this chapter, Tutkish nationalism hag
gamed strong mpetus from the Turkish diaspora pohicy, although 1t 15 also a reaction to the
militant activities of extreme lettist and Kurdish nationahst groups These two communities
are active 1n different spheres of German socicty and engage 1in political activities, whuch g
percaved by diaspora Tutks as ‘ant-Turkish

The anti-Western natonalist rhetoric of Turkish deasion-makers explaimns in part the (dias-
pora) nationalism among Turks in Germany It 1s important to keep 1n mind that diaspora na-
tionalism mcentivises the mamtenance of a particular 1dennity that 1s not to be absorbed nto
mainsticam socicty I address the Turkish (diaspora) natonahsm here within a broader con-
text to understand 1ts true nature and populanty within the diasporic space, directing the fo-
cus on the nterplay of three factors (1) socio-cultural dichotomues and political polarisation,
and the lines of conflict within the Turkish diaspora that contribute to the reproduction of
nationalism, (2) the strong impetus given by the Tutkish diaspora to (diaspora) nationalism,
and (3) the integration policy of the German government { Bundesregierunyg), the anti-Islamc
and racist discourse i the German media, and the attitudes in the host socicty that contribute
to feclings of cxclusion from society, thus encouraging nationalist sentiments In short, Turk-
1sh (diaspora) nationalism s, to a large extent, mncentvised by thus triple-themed politicisation

Notes

1 In this chapter, I usc the word “Turk’ and “Turkash’ to 1cfer to terntory and atizenship, encom-
passing all curient and former citizens of the Republic of Turkey living in Germany, regardless of
cthruaty, religion, or cultare

2 Recent years have secn a wealth of ‘diaspora studics, among which are a number of new books
devoted to the Turkish diaspora To mention just a fow that ate particulatly relevant to the pre-
sented topic Ayca Askilic (2022) Diaspora Diplomacy The Polstscs of Turkish Emagration to Europe
(Manchester Manchesta University Press), Derya Ozkul and Hege Matkussen (2022) The Alevss
wn Modern Turkey and the Diaspora {Edinburgh Edinbwgh Press), Buket Okren Sipahioglu (2019)
Avrupa’da Turk Diasporas: (Istanbul Cimus Yayinlan), Talip Kucukean (2021) Diaspora Turklers
Avrupa’da Turk Imagp ve Islamofobr (Istanbul Cizgy Yaymnlan), Orhan Avas (2019) Avrupa’daks
Lurk Diasporas: ve Lobust (Koln Pem Yaymlau), and Bahat Bager (2017) Diaspora and Homeland
Conflacts (London and New York Routledge)

3 Regarding the sclf-percepuion of Tutks in Germany and theu feclings of exclusion, sec the survey
catted out by Detlet Pollack, Olaf Muller, Gergely Rosta, and Anna Dieler (2016) Integration
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und Rebigion aus der Sicht von Turkeistammigen 1in Deutschland (Munster  Zentrum fur Wis-
senschaftskommunikation des Exzellenzclusters >Religion und Poliuk< der Westfalischen Wilhelms-
Universitat) Avaiable at https //bit ly/3uYePU (Accessed 30 January 2022)

4 Hagya Sophia, a Byzantine church that was built 1n the 6th century, was turned into a mosque after
the conquest of Constantinople by the Ottomans Ataturk, the founder of the Republic of Turkey,
turned 1t into a museum m 1935

5 The author’s own observations on social media Regarding the influence of the Azerbayan-Armenua
War 2020 on the Turkish diaspora in Geimany, see Tigran Petrosyan (2020) Krieg aus der Ferne,
taz, 1511 2020 Accessible at https //bit ly/3KWZIHT (Accessed 31 January 2022)

6 Contiary to 1ts stated socialist agenda, the Motherland Party is classified as a pational, sceular,

and Kemalist-oriented party with anti-European and anti-Amertcan tendencies Domestically, 1t

supports a protectiomst-corporatist econormic pohicy and opposes any Tutkish alliance with the

Unuted States or the NATO and Turkey’s onentation with the EU interpationally In Eurasian

geopolitics, 1t rather seeks alliances with the Russran Federation and China See Yasar Aydin

(2023)

For more details of nghtwing Turkish ulnanatonalism 1o Germany, see Bozay (2021)

Left-wing radicahism and left-wing extrermsm are worldviews centred on the 1ejection of bourgeois

democracy and the rule of law, as well as a commitment to revolution and the violent overthrow of

the political order, and an upheaval of socio-economic conditions
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