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Statement of the National Security Strategy and Concept Tables 

The attached charts are meant to provide a quick, comprehensive and comparative overview 
of the different EU and NATO countries’ national security beliefs. Out of the 31 countries, we 
have collected and created a total of 27 security strategy and concept chart. We attempted to 
remain as semantically true as possible to the statements provided in these documents in order 
to avoid altering the intended meaning. 

In the creation of these tables, we ran into a couple of technical difficulties. Firstly, defining 
what constitutes a security challenge or issue is an important aspect that we grappled with.
For instance, some NSS and NSC documents expound certain topics, such as environmental 
degradation and preservation, to much greater lengths than others. By no means should this 
imply that other countries pay less attention to these problems and its solutions. Nevertheless, 
in the making of these charts, we decided to take the security documents at face value. Our 
solution to this dilemma is rather simple. All subjects broached in NSS and NSC documents 
were noted in these charts; whereas, those that were not, were not entered. 

A second issue concerns the matter of whether the documents were national strategies, 
concepts or neither.  The differences in subject depth of these charts do not mirror the relative 
power and influence of the countries.  More precisely, it corresponds more often to whether 
the documents used to glean statements where strategies or concepts.  In general terms, 
national strategies often go into greater detail on security problems and solutions, while 
national concepts provide a broad overview of the security dangers and a general path that the 
government intends to follow.  For instance, Romania’s chart is substantially larger than 
Canada’s.  Furthermore, some countries do not have comprehensive NSS or NSC documents.  
For instance, France separates its security approach into five documents.  Finally, we 
considered some NSS and NSC documents not comprehensive enough to provide a country’s 
comprehensive security strategy.  We gathered information, therefore, from other documents, 
namely military strategies.  We note the documents we used in the second column. 

The final significant problem we encountered was selecting in which column to place certain 
observations.  We created these columns to assist conceptual understanding of these 
documents.  Sometimes certain entries could be placed in any one of the following three 
columns: (1) Understanding and concept of security, (2) Strategic goals and interests, (3) 
Resources to fight against strategic threats.  In this regard, we attempted to order the entries to 
the best of our capabilities; however, sometimes the entries do not fit nicely within the 
schema.  This is a fact that we had to contend with.  Additionally, we perceived the necessity 
for a Alliance, Coalition, Partner, Organization and Agreement column (ACPOA) that would 
help an observer further recognize differences in security strategies adopted by these 
countries.  Again, the problem of which ACPOA can be considered security regimes arose. 
Although the list is not comprehensive, if a ACPOA was mentioned in one of the 27 NSS or 
NSC documents, we took note of the ACPOA and later gathered all member countries of the 
ACPOA from the EU and NATO.  In this fashion, we realized this column. 

We hope that these charts will help onlookers to more concretely realize the differences and 
similarities that form this Euro-Atlantic Alliance. 

Zacchary Ritter / Peter Schmidt, April 2006



KEY
(For Alliances etc. Column) 

Alliances/Unions
CFSP/ESDP-Common Foreign and Security Policy/ European Security and Defense Policy 
EU- European Union 
NATO- North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

Coalitions
Arctic Council 
‚ad hoc’ coalitions 
CBSS- Council of Baltic Sea States 
CEFTA- Central European Free Trade Association 
CEI- Central European Initiative 
CENCOOP- Central European Nations’ Cooperation in Peace Support 
MLF- Multi-national Force 
Quadrilateral
SEDM- South-eastern Europe Defence Ministerium  

Partnerships
PfP- Partnership for Peace 
Specific important Countries  
USA 

Multilateral Organizations, Groupings, NGOs
CoE- Council of Europe 
The Dublin Group 
EAPC-European-Atlantic Partnership Council 
G-8 
OECD-Organization of Economic Co-operation Development 
OSCE- Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
UN- United Nations 
USAID 
Visegrad Co-operation 

Agreements
A and I Initiative- Adriatic and Ionian Initiative 
APMC- Anti-Personnell  Mines Convention 
The Australia Group (chemical weapons regime) 
Barcelona Process 
Broader Middle East and North Africa Initiative’s Foundation for the Future 
BWC- Biological Weapons Convention 
CTBTO- Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty Organization 
CTC- Counter Terrorism Committee- SC 1373 
ECAP- European Capabilities Action Plan 
GNEP- Global Nuclear Energy Partnership 
GPOI- Global Peace Operations Initiative 
GTRI- Global Threat Reduction Initiative 
Helsinki 2010- Helsinki 2010 Global Objectives 
IBRD- International Band for Reconstruction and Development 
ICC- International Criminal Court 
IEHA- Initiative to End Hunger in Africa 
MTRC- Missile Technology Control Regime 
NePAD- New Partnership for Africa’s Development 
PCCRF- Prague Capabilities Commitment and the Reaction Force 
PCW- Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 
PSI- Proliferation Security Initiative 
Rio Process 
SECI- South-eastern European Co-operation Initiative 
UNDF- United Nation’s Democracy Fund 
USA-Baltic Partnership Council 



Weblinks

Austria:
http://merln.ndu.edu/whitepapers/Austria-2001.pdf

Bulgaria:
http://www.mfa.government.bg/index.php?tid=2&item_id=10204

Canada:
http://merln.ndu.edu/whitepapers/Canada_Defence_2005.pdf

http://merln.ndu.edu/whitepapers/Canada_2005.pdf

Czech Republic: 
http://merln.ndu.edu/whitepapers/czech.doc

http://www.mzv.cz/_dokumenty/eindex.html

Denmark: 
http://www.um.dk/Publikationer/UM/English/AChangingWorld/indDanis

http://merln.ndu.edu/whitepapers/Denmark2004.doc

Estonia:
http://merln.ndu.edu/whitepapers/Estonia-2004.pdf

Finland:
http://formin.finland.fi/doc/eng/policies/secdefpo/PMOpublication18-2004.pdf

France:
http://www.defense.gouv.fr/sites/defense/english_contents/the_ministry_of_defence/a
n_introduction_to_french_defence/the_french_defence_policy/defence_against_terrori
sm120

http://www.defense.gouv.fr/sites/defense/english_contents/files/frances_contribution_i
n_fighting_proliferation_and_in_promoting_armament_control_and_disarmament

http://www.info-france-usa.org/atoz/mindefa.pdf

http://www.defense.gouv.fr/sites/defense/english_contents/the_ministry_of_defence/a
n_introduction_to_french_defence/the_french_defence_policy

Germany:  
http://www.bmvg.de/portal/PA_1_0_LT/PortalFiles/C1256EF40036B05B/N264XJ5C
768MMISDE/VPR_BROSCHUERE.PDF?yw_repository=youatweb

Greece:
http://www2.mfa.gr/www.mfa.gr/en-US/Policy/Priorities/

Hungary



http://www.kulugyminiszterium.hu/archivum/Kulugyminiszterium/EN/Ministry/Depar
tments/NATO/National_Security_Strategy.htm

Iceland:
http://www.mfa.is/foreign-policy/security/

Ireland:
http://merln.ndu.edu/whitepapers/Ireland-2000.pdf

http://www.military.ie/images/new%20strat%20stat.pdf

http://www.military.ie/images/Strategy%20Statement%202003-2005.pdf

Italy:
http://merln.ndu.edu/whitepapers/Italy_Eng-2004.doc

Latvia:
http://www.mod.gov.lv/files/AM_angliski_web.pdf

http://www.am.gov.lv/en/security/basic/4534/

Lithuania:
http://www.urm.lt/index.php?-768912092

http://www.lrv.lt/engl/en_13_programa.pdf

http://merln.ndu.edu/whitepapers/Lithuania-2002.pdf

Netherlands
http://www.mindef.nl/nieuws/media/170701_whitepaper2000.html

http://www.minbuza.nl/default.asp?CMS_NOCOOKIES=YES&CMS_ITEM=51D95
19091524F66A6514A6CAA908CF1X1X34500X19

Norway:
http://www.mil.no/multimedia/archive/00032/The_new_defence_pdf_32767a.pdf

Poland:
http://merln.ndu.edu/whitepapers/Poland-2003.pdf

http://merln.ndu.edu/whitepapers/Poland-2001.pdf

Romania: 
http://merln.ndu.edu/whitepapers/RomaniaNationalSecurity.pdf

http://merln.ndu.edu/whitepapers/RomaniaMilitaryStrategy.pdf



Slovakia:
http://www.mosr.sk/dokumenty/eng/security_strategy.pdf

http://www.mosr.sk/dokumenty/eng/military_strategy.pdf

http://www.mosr.sk/dokumenty/eng/defense_strategy.pdf

Slovenia:
http://www.mors.si/pdf/2004/SDR_int_eng.pdf

Spain:
http://www.mde.es/./multiContenido.jsp?id_nodo=4045&navegacion=T&&keyword=
&auditoria=F

Sweden:
http://www.sweden.gov.se/content/1/c6/03/21/19/224a4b3c.pdf

http://www.sweden.gov.se/content/1/c6/02/56/68/8c8a7a02.pdf

http://www.sweden.gov.se/content/1/c6/02/56/70/e756f798.pdf

Turkey:
http://merln.ndu.edu/whitepapers.html

UK:
http://www.mod.uk/NR/rdonlyres/147C7A19-8554-4DAE-9F88-
6FBAD2D973F9/0/cm6269_future_capabilities.pdf

http://www.fco.gov.uk/Files/kfile/FCOStrategyFullFinal,0.pdf

http://www.fco.gov.uk/servlet/Front?pagename=OpenMarket/Xcelerate/ShowPage&c
=Page&cid=1007029394997

USA:
http://www.whitehouse.gov/nsc/nss.html

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Mar2005/d20050318nms.pdf

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Mar2005/d20050318nds1.pdf

http://www.whitehouse.gov/nsc/nss/2006/
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